Although the arrangement of the system of drainage is out of the nurse's control, there are some points to which she should direct her attention. Any smell from bath or lavatory may mean untrapped pipes (that is, pipes opening into the sewers without being cut off by a portion kept filled with water, so that sewer gas may not be able to push by). This should be reported, as it may prevent or delay recovery.
Drinking-water should never be drawn from a cistern, as cistern-water is always liable to be contaminated by sewer and other injurious gases. If there is even a suspicion of this every drop of water used in the sick-room should be boiled, and afterwards aerated by being poured backwards and forwards from jug to jug. Special attention should be paid to the closet, especially if near the sick-room; the door should be kept closed, the window open, and free flushings with creolin solution or other disinfectant should be used, especially after motions are emptied down. If the drains are foul chloride of lime is best, as it cuts away deposit. Motions should be received in a vessel containing creolin solution, and at once removed from the sick-room and emptied, unless they are to be kept for the doctor's inspection, when they should be placed in the closet and covered with a cloth wrung out of creolin solution. The same pre caution should be taken with vomited matters.
The cleanliness of the patient must be carefully attended to, as free action of the skin is of great importance. The hands and face should be frequently washed, and the skin sponged with soap and water, at least once in the twentyfour hours, due care being taken not to uncover too much at a time, and to avoid chili; a little ammonia added to the water is refreshing. The teeth should be cleaned with a little cotton wrapped round the end of a piece of stick ; dilute glycerine and boracic acid makes a nice moutli-wash.
(To be continued.)
T?cSl9001' The " Domen" abdominal belt bandages are a line deserving of special attention. They are easily adjustable, and take off that ugly ridge where the corset ends, which is sometimes so noticeable in those whose figures incline to corpulency. There is one particularly nice design for evening wear which does not add in any way to the bulk, and draws the hips into|elegant shape. It is easily adjustable to the corset.
In conclusion I would draw attention to the superior excellence of the " Domen " pregnancy corset. It is made entirely of elastic material, which admits of easy expansion where most needed, at the same time affording uniform support and pressure. The elastic band in front gives support from below and can be drawn in or let out as required through the medium of buckles and laces. In white the price is 22s. 6d., or in natural colour, pure wool, 27s. 6d.
A USEFUL CASE-BOOK.
Messrs. Wodderspoon and Co. are to be congratulated on an excellent little case-book they have just brought out from the design of a nurse under the initials of S. G. It contains ample room for notes, and has a well-arranged column for the doctor's remarks opposite the nurse's report. It is simple in construction, which is a great point, especially to busy medical men, who will not be at the trouble to hunt for information in the more complicated forms one too often sees produced by private nurses. I wish this " clinical casebook " the success its merits deserve.
ACCESSORIES FOR THE TOILET. Surely this is a question which no one but the doctor in charge of the case is qualified to answer. I think if " A Watcher" does private work long she will find that each doctor she works for will expect her to consult him as to whether he will have the patient wakened or not for medicine, nourishment, &c., and his decision will depend entirely on the nature of the case and the general condition of the patient, and will probably not be the same in any two cases. Probably every private nurse will agree with me that it is much the wisest and safest plan to find out the wishes of the doctor in each individual case, and to carry out those wishes to the letter, thus 
